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Alva getting the money. If Alva's soldiers were not paid
they would mutiny and lose their value as an instrument of
Spanish government in the Netherlands. Spain would be
irretrievably weakened.
But would not Spain declare war on the seizure of the
gold ? If she did, Cecil and all his efforts were ruined.
His Government was intensely unpopular, the Queen would
certainly not support him when the peril came; even the
threat of war would be enough. It was here that Cecil's
highest genius appeared. He calculated the exact odds, and
he had calculated right. It was still just necessary for Spain
not to break with the English Government. There was no
breach* Cecil's triumph had depended upon the precise
judgment which had proved by a very narrow margin to
be right.
^ Meanwhile, Mary Stuart, the Queen of Scotland (the
rightful Queen of England by strict legitimacy, but an alien
in English eyes), having lost in her struggle against revolu-
tionaries in Scotland, had to take refuge in England, trusting
to the promise of Elizabeth, for she, like the Pope and pretty
well everyone else, except the keenest observers in London
itself, thought that Elizabeth was the government and Cecil
no more than Elizabeth's servant; whereas in reality it was
Cecil who governed and Elizabeth who was driven and
guided by him. He held the reins.
The evident determination of Cecil to prevent Mary
Stuart from returning to her kingdom, his secret support of
those who rebelled against her, his treatment of her more
and more as a prisoner, brought on the crisis of the reign.
The next months may be compared to the passage of a ship
through a tumultuous cc race " at sea. The vessel is with
difficulty labouring in stormy water when it comes upon a
special patch of confusion and violence of waves, worse than
what had gone before and worse than what was to come
after. In that turmoil it might have foundered, and Cecil
was certainly in grave danger* The Spanish power had
lost its temper and might move at any moment. The indi-
vidual piracies of English seamen were known to be winked
at by the English Government at the expense of Spain, and
the virtual imprisonment of the Queen, pf Scotland was the
last straw. The north of England rose against Cecil, but
the rising was defeated. A plot against Elizabeth's life was
exposed. The power of the old nobility was paralysed, not
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